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Spruced up!
The library has spruced up
the exterior of the building by
having a lot of the scrub and
weeds removed from the rear
of the building. Bark chippings
will be laid to make access
from the emergency exit
easier. Leeds City Council
Parks Department also cut
down the very tall laurel
hedges on the park side of
the library, making for a more
pleasant and more open
aspect.
After the winter display of
plants in the flower tub was
stolen, the tub is now full of
cheerful spring flowers.
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Local History Society news

Rooms available for
Hire . . .
• Local History Room
• Bennett Room
• Library Social Area

Each of the three rooms is
available for private hire at
the rate of £10 per hour.
Minimum hire at times
when the community library
is open: 1 hour.
Minimum hire when library
is closed: 2 hours.
Additional time is
calculated in 30 minute
blocks.

Contact us
• 0113 3910440
• or enquire at the library
•

Registered charity no 1155294

Following an autumn visit to Farnley Hall near Otley
and a talk about the Great War and its aftermath by
John Davies, the group
started the new year by
looking at old
photographs,
newspapers and maps
of Yeadon and using
them for a presentation
“photographic walk” from
Murgatroyds along the
High Street, past the
Town Hall to the former
mills at the bottom of the
Steep.

February: Our next meeting is on Thursday
28th February at 10.30am in the Local History
Room.
New members always welcomed.

Summer Fashion Show
• The library’s popular Fashion Show ‘Fashion
among the Fiction’ is returning in June. Tickets for
this popular evening will
be on sale after Easter.
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John Rylands Library, Deansgate, Manchester.
A wonderful Victorian 1890s neo-gothic listed building. It was
opened in 1900, commissioned and endowed by Mrs Enriqueta
Augustina Rylands in memory of her industrialist husband.
It is now part of the University of Manchester but open to the public and features
cathedral-like windows,
impressive staircases and a
wonderful reading room.
The collection includes the
oldest known piece of the
New Testament, the St
John Fragment on papyrus,
magnificent illuminated
medieval manuscripts and
a 1476 William Caxton
edition of Chaucer’s
Canterbury Tales.

Let us know what your favourite library is!

March
activities at
the library
For further information
please check our
website or call in to
see us.
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Travels with a Tenor - the life of a freelance opera singer!
Donald Stephenson, one of our volunteers here at the library, gave a fascinating
talk to about 35 people here at Rawdon on February 19th. Not only did we hear
details of his fascinating career as an international classical singer but also many
anecdotes and details of his TV voice-overs, pop backings and pantomime to name
but a few.
His talk was highlighted by choral performances, starting with ‘Sea Fever’ and
including songs from Gilbert and Sullivan, Kiss me Kate and Carmen. All of these
were accompanied by Sue Christie on keyboard.
As Donald informed us at the start of his talk, one always experiences a feel-good
factor with a song. This was certainly true on Tuesday and led to us all having a most
enjoyable afternoon.
Thanks to Lesley Craven for this review

Popular books . . .
Room on the Broom is a British children's book by
writer and playwright Julia Donaldson, illustrated by
Axel Scheffler, which tells the story of a kind witch
and her cat who invite a number of other animals to
join them whilst travelling on her broomstick.
‘As a grandfather, it took only one reading for me to
become a huge admirer of this book and its format. First
of all, it is a fine story, funny and engaging. It is also
beautifully written, with careful attention to the rhythm
and rhyme of language and judicious choice of which should be the repeated words.
In our household it began its life with us when our grandchildren could not read and
loved to be read to. Of all the books I have read to them, this is my favourite one to
read out loud: it contains such interesting, varied characters and is amenable to
being 'acted up' a great deal and also is strong in its capacity to convey the beauty of
language, with its strong sense of rhythm. Our grandchildren went on to reading it
themselves, and its useful life in our family lasted about 4 years for each child, giving
it a working life with us of around 7 years in all. The illustrations are superb: not only
beautiful but also witty and endearing, and with so much within them to draw
children's attention to, and so much to talk about. The story is also timeless, and the
book's usability likewise.’
Registered charity no 1155294

4

